
In the autumn of 2005 when Principal Ian Coombes casually brought to my attention the 

BTYSE competition over morning coffee, little did I know that in the years that followed, 

Bandon Grammar School would have been represented by 250 students at this national event, 

not to mind that we would take the overall title last week! 

Our first attempt at the competition in January 2006 was with eager students Stephen O 

Donoghue and Jeremy Jennings with their project on ‘How loud is Thomand Park’. The 

following year, after the waters were tested, they returned along with Christopher Nash with 

the controversial project on ‘What women want!’ From that year on, there wasn’t any need to 

promote the competition as everyone in the school wanted the media attention the boys lavished 

up that year. 

Over the years we have had a vast array of projects. We cater for all the strange and wonderful 

ideas the students have and help them produce a project that is the very best it can be. Each 

project we enter is unique. There is no secret formula. We are simply project managers, helping 

students reach deadlines on a regular basis, questioning their methods and steering them in the 

right direction. There is no denying that Christmas has, on occasion, been cancelled in the 

homes of the Science teachers!  

Up to now, our success stories are not from the number of rosettes or glassware we get, but 

from the progress students themselves make. It is heart-warming to see a very shy student grow 

during the process and can eventually articulate themselves to the judges. Or when students 

feel ownership of their work and are proudly telling the judges and the public about their 

findings with passion and conviction.  If students are passionate about their project, our job is 

made so much easier.  

This has never been more evident than with Greg Tarr. Some of our students play hockey, more 

join our choir but Greg joined Young Scientist. Interestingly, the BTYSE bug had already been 

in the family with his sister Georgie, along with Laura Culhane, won the Institute of Physics 

Award and came 2nd in the Intermediate Chemical, Physical and Mathematical Sciences 

category for their project ‘Using a Hall probe to measure the oscillations of a spring system’ in 

2012.   

Over the past 6 years, Greg has entered 5 times. Each time, presenting his project with the 

ultimate professionalism.  In 2017 his project ‘A novel approach to growing nannochloropsis 

in a controlled environment and its subsequent ability and produce oil’ awarded him 2nd Junior 

Biological and Ecological sciences. 2018 he presented his project ‘Using facial recognition and 

AI as assistive technology for moderate stage dementia patients’ and gained 1st Intermediate 

Technology And Nokia Bell award for the best project that highlights benefits of having a 

world where almost everyone and everything is connected. In 2019 Greg went back to the algae 

with a project entitled ‘A pint of the black stuff - Ultrasound assisted hydrothermal liquefaction 

of microalgae to produce renewable jet fuel’ but he gained huge success in 2020 with the 

ambitious project ‘Vender Independent Age Verification’ which earned him the Stripe special 

award for most ambitious use of software along with first place in the Senior Technology 

group.  

 

It has been an absolute pleasure watching Greg mature over the years. His agreeable, helpful 

and polite manner he conducted himself with year after year, was a credit to him and his 



parents.  Greg has worked hard to get that coveted trophy last week. I know great things lie 

ahead for him and he deserves every success that comes his way. Bandon Grammar school are 

so proud of Greg but it is not only a win for him and his family, but a win for the whole 

community.  

 

There is little doubt that the standard of Science has increased since I entered the competition 

back in 1992. BTYSE has provided a means for which every student can see a limitless future 

of ability and opportunity for themselves through STEM. Students realise that hard work really 

does pay off. I truly believe the BTYSE is more than a science competition. It is an experience. 

It was my Science teacher who instilled the love of science in me, and it is that enthusiasm and 

encouragement I hope we give students here in Bandon Grammar school 


